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Memo to Col. “rogan: 
Herewith is draft memo for DCI on the OSS filws and other records in the 
_ National Archives, together with excerpts from their published guides and 
catalogs in which OSS material is publicized. 
As a byproduct of my survey at the National Archives rast Tuesday, 


in cooperation with the DDS Records Management 5 taff I would 


like to recommend that the appropriate officials in CIA undertake further 
studies and action as follows: 

1, Tnat the Records Management Staff negotiate with the National 
Archives for the return of the three ClA-controlled 05S files to CIA 
custody (to be followed by the deletion of whatever publicity can feasibly 
be done), in order to avoid future public inquiries and possible administrative 

mare ttre prdte , 
embarrassment between CIA and the National Archives and in arder to restore 
these three fragmentary files to the main historical collections in CIA and 
tous improve both security control and operating efficiency 

2. That somone in CIA negotiate with State/OIR, similarly, for the 
transfer of the 8 State-controlled OSS files (now in National Archives) 
to CIA, where they would be noveas the CIA Archivés Center, for sinilar 
réasons of security control and operating e@fieiency, and also to remove the 
present divided responsibility for handling public inquiries about OSS 
records, : 

3. That the State Department be encouraged, to civlertass future 
transfers of OSS historical records, not to the National Archives but to the 
CIA Archives Center, underf whatever sutras are appropriate and mutually 
agreea ale in any given case. 

the proper officials in 


he That/CIA undertake to resover the other miscellaneous fragments of 


OSS records which have been alieneted from the min collections, including 
(when appropriate) 


‘This 0 VEHSSRAHY GOCGHENFY of General Donovan, | M Go 
only, for the use of DCV/HS. This document has keen GCCO1Lb 
The record copy has been approved for releasa through 
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Pe eee 2000/09/03 : CIA-RDP84- Pe eee 
Memorandum for the Director 
Subject: Public Inquiries about OSS Historical Records in the National Archives 

1. This memorandum is for information onlye a 

2, Over a number of years since September 195, when OSS was terminated 
and its functions and records were divided between the State Department and 
the Strategic Services Unit (SSU), several minor parts of the accumulated records 
of OSS: have fronfiine to time been transferred by each of these two liquidating 
agencies to the National Archives, Eleven such transfers have been accomplished 
to date: three files, transferred by SSU (that is, by CIG or GA), between 196 
and 1948, before CIA established itgéwmn eeeaete centerd and the other eight 
files, transferred by the State Department between 1916 and 1951. Attached 
herewith (Annex A) is a descriptive inventory of virtually the entire deposit 
(ten of the eleven accessions), prepared in 1951 by the National Archives and 
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Arenepett GB and co) ore 
Priefer, unclassified summaries of all eleven xcessions, arti 


N 


have from time to time been publicized bythe National Archives in its published 


classified Secrets 


guides and public catalogs seetinnexes-B-andaite 

#x 35 Meafiwhile, the main bulk of ecords of OSS operational, 
intelligence, and support activities have remained divided between SSU 
(that is, under DDP/FI control, in the R&S Building) and the State Department 
(under OIR control). There: are also a number of fragmentary files of OSS 
records in the custody of other U.S. government agencies, according to 
a survey of World War II records made by the National Avchives*and (rubLiched 
in 1951 (see Annex By ppe7~8). In addition, General Donovan is said to have 
some OSS rscords in his personal possession in his home in New York Citys - 

he The three Gli-contreled files ef-05S in the custody of the National 
Archives are as follows: 

aa Five motion pictures, 1925, produced by the OSS Field Photo 


Branch; 35 reels in vilume, These films are described in detail in the public 


catalog in the National Archives; see excerpts, in Annex Ce Apparently these 
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these films were all unclassified at the time when they were offered to the 
National Archives by SSU, in N svenber 19hsy At~presents—hewever;s prints —of—— Pes 

Coad : plevetvet y 4 
tives and they are so r by the National Archivese, @ther prints of 
A 
three of these films (in the custody of CIA/0CR/Graphics Register ) are /* 
-hewexep, variously classified as "Confidential" and "US 0. pricial Use OnLy", in Pte 
extended t out 
Opiginal ay offer to the National Archives by SSUf seme 650 reels, wexeccdoockharn 
Cm 
bomarx: includd (a) certain duplicates, which were intended by SSU 
for the Library of coneree and (b) a considerable number of captured films 
A, ple , HGS 

(summarized in pinnex B, pp. 7 ), which sompime were transferred 
from CIA control to the control of the State Department , USIA y ani/ the Alien 
Poperty Custodian. In any case, the 3 lms Jare only” a small part of the oss” 

’ Ki {rt 
film archives: other parts are ,in the custody of the Army, the Navy, mi OCR/ 


Graphics Register, and other government agencies, 


nN. ehra Pr wo malta neote, 


be Property records of various 03S fiega installations, 1942945. This is 
a bulky file (about Lj)3 linear feet in volum), retired tothe National archives 
BAAR by SSU/CIG in April 1947. It contains requisitions, purchase orders, and similar 


papers relating to OSS procurement of pr erty equipment, supplies, and services. 
ne | 


Th, Giana d 


There have never been any public inquiries about this file, rach it is understood 
from the National Archives official in charge of that file. Oppprramtty Auch 
th Matormotl Mnchwea anmk CA Rewrda mencgtmuld 5 ok 
Ce Correspondence files of the G& Pictorial Recards Section, including 
its Washington and New York Offices, 1925; about 33 linear feet in bulk, 
The Pictorial Records Section was part of the OSS Research and Analysis Branch, 
and is apparently an ancestor" of the present Graphics Register ,OCR/CIAa 
RCbieLy Sid's fils wee: Bare of Vie. OSs tae Wek cect Sou on whieh ‘wes inherited 
by the State gop in 1945. Subsequently, however, xkuom tiowax the file 2 
- “ 


in turn 
was transferred} to oy and in May 1948 it was) SPTEred by £ CIA to the National ‘sel 


Archives. -—ter—pubiisned reréerénces to this—fite,—see Annex Bz pve 
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iis file, see Annex A, ppe 3, ss 3 for published references to 


ity ses Anne xB, pp. h, 7. There have never been any public inquiries about 


this file at the National Archives, | et is understood eprom + Drehaneia 
A he There t has netee 6 been any secrecy about the existence of these 


eleven Rick# OSS filles mi, deposited in the National Archives, nor about ClAts 


relationship to SSU 


as the agency which 
perbicipated—in—the Aaggrepenide ree of thése files to the National Archives. 
These facts are all revealed in th unclassified inter-agency agreements and 
correspondence covering those transfers, which are on file in the National 
Archives and available for public inspection by interested, bonafide students. 

routinely publicized ; 

Furthermore, from time to time the National Archives has) tqasued—reutinepubiieit}- 
a@trout—the se OSS filesy Ben in general terms, in its geveralye ee Annex B), 
and the five motion picttres are analyzed in detail in its master public catalog 

=" of historical films (see Annex C). as access by the public to the OSS material 


itself is, however, carefully controlled, in accordance with various restrictions 


easReaets imposed on the records by the State Department, CIG/CIA, and the A,chivist of the 


United States. While there are minor inconsistencies in these restriction 
On won. 
policies, as they have been pubtished by the National Archives (see Annex D), 
8 
all public inquiries are, in fact, cuggomarily reférred by the National Aychives 
for final decision either to the State Departm@bh or to CIA, whichever agency 
exercises access control over a given OSS file. While public interest in the 
1 wfanrey 
CIlA~controlled material has been Limited, thus far, to the motion piewtar 
york avery public 
pictures, inkunent there has been a consideratla/Miberent in a number of the 


State=-controlled eA tence files, so te ttivacbeontehd by tin. the National 


Archives official in charge of these records, 
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